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ACCADEMIA DEL RIDOTTO 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The "Accademia del Ridotto" project led to the establishment of the eponymous Music Academy, managed 

by the Tetracordo ETS Foundation and supported by the Municipality of Stradella and the Ministry of Culture. 

 

The Accademia del Ridotto is an advanced artistic and musical training center open to musicians regardless 

of age, citizenship, or residency. Its headquarters is located within the Ridotto of the Stradella Theater (in 

the province of Pavia, 60 km from Milan), hence its name. 

 

The Academy aims to contribute to the professional training of musicians capable to enter the professional 

world, liaising with the structures, agents, production and management of live entertainment.  

It is understood that the priority will be acquisition of significant and unique skills with regards to the creative 

practice of live performance. 

 

The Accademia del Ridotto’s courses are not recognizable as title of study but as artistic-professional and 

cultural qualification. 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

 

ACCADEMIA DEL RIDOTTO 

REGULATIONS 

 

 

INTRODUCTIONS - COURSE TYPES AND DIPLOMAS 

 

Art. 1 The advanced music training courses of the Accademia del Ridotto are open to musicians of all 

genders, with no restrictions regarding age, citizenship, or residency. 

 

Art. 2 At the end of each training period, students may obtain the corresponding Diploma upon passing a 

final examination. 

The Accademia del Ridotto offers the following advanced training courses:  

 

BASIC TRAINING 

- Preparatory courses 
  

ADVANCED TRAINING - FIRST LEVEL 

- Professional Diploma (three-year training program)  
  

ADVANCED TRAINING - SECOND LEVEL 

- Artist Diploma (two-year training program)  



 

 

  

ADVANCED TRAINING - THIRD LEVEL 

- Master (three-year training program, reserved for students who already hold the Artistic Diploma 

from the Accademia del Ridotto or or a Master’s Degree issued by a Conservatory or University) 

Exceptionally, with the approval of the Management of the Academy, the pre-Master study program may be 

recognized even in the absence of the required academic title or advanced training, or it may be shortened. 

Students admitted to the Master program may choose to obtain the Diploma with Academic Expertise, by 

attending a series of subjects in addition to their primary instrument, at no additional cost. 

Although the Academic Expertise does not constitute formal academic recognition of the Diploma, it certifies 

that the student has acquired a high level of competence across all subjects included in the study plan, 

which totals 120 credits. 

The Diploma with Academic expertise encourages students to carry out artistic activity and provides a 

specific training program for teaching. 

 

Unless otherwise specified, each academic year corresponds to two academic semesters. In consideration 

of the specific structuring of the teaching schedules, each academic year is, however, defined by the 

completion of the prescribed learning activities and may extend over a period exceeding the standard two 

academic semesters. 

For each training program, students may extend their attendance at the Academy beyond the standard 

duration, either in order to complete the minimum number of lessons required for admission to the relevant 

Diploma exam or to continue and further develop their artistic training. 

After obtaining the Master Diploma, students may continue attending lessons at the Academy (free courses). 

Top-performing students who earn the Master with a score of at least 9/10 may be invited by the 

Management of the Academy to continue their studies for an additional two years, with a personalized 

curriculum and possible scholarship support, in order to add the professional qualification of “Artist 

Certification in Performance” to their Diploma. 

Exceptionally, with the consent of the Academy management, the pre-Master study program may be 

shortened and the final examination brought forward. 

 

Art. 3 For each course, two types of academic years are available: one aligned with the calendar year 

(lessons scheduled from January to December), and one aligned with the conventional academic year 

(lessons scheduled from October to September). 

 

 

ADMISSION EXAMINATION AND ENROLLMENT 

 

Art. 4 To attend the courses of the Academy, candidates must pass an admission examination. The 

program for this examination is open and will be determined by the applicant, based on the required 

competencies. 

Applications may be submitted at any time throughout the year. Based on the Academy’s organizational 

needs and the availability of the selected professors, candidates will be authorized to take the admission 

examination. The examination may take place either in person or online, through the submission of a video. 

The Accademia del Ridotto reserves the right to grant eligibility to applicants who present a curriculum of 

recognized distinction or who have already worked or collaborated effectively with the chosen professor, 

thereby exempting them from the admission examination. 

Eligible candidates will be admitted to lessons based on the availability of places. 

 

Art. 5 Admissions examinations are free of charge and will be held at various times throughout the year. 

Students must submit their application by visiting the website www.accademiadelridotto.com. 

 

Art. 6 Students admitted to the courses must enroll at the Accademia del Ridotto and may begin lessons 

in either the first or second academic semester. 

Enrollment in the Artistic Diploma and the Master program requires a one-time fee. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION FEE AND COURSE FEE  

 

Art. 7 Before the start of lessons, and in any case within the specified deadlines, all enrolled students 

must pay the annual subscription fee + an advance course fee, which varies depending on the type of 

course. 

Depending on the selected lesson package, the course fee may be divided into two, three, or four advance 

installments. 

Students who fail to comply with payment obligations will be suspended from attending lessons and will no 

longer be eligible for installment payment plans. 

 

 

ORGANIZATION OF LESSONS 

 

Art. 8 Students will attend the course(s) taught by the chosen teacher(s) on the days and at the times 

communicated to them, unless the course(s) is/are canceled. In such cases, students are entitled either to 

a refund for paid but unused lessons or – at their discretion – to a transfer to another class. 

In the event of a professor absence or cancellation due to force majeure or scheduling with less than thirty 

days' notice, the missed lessons will be rescheduled or, if that is not possible, held by a substitute teacher. 

The Accademia del Ridotto will in any case ensure the completion of the academic year. 

Lessons missed for reasons not attributable to the Accademia del Ridotto or its professors are generally not 

reimbursable. However, in such cases, professors and students may mutually agree to reschedule lessons, 

within a limit of 30% of the total hours included in the selected lesson package. Additional lessons may also 

be arranged, provided they are compatible with the Academy’s organizational needs. 

The recovery may take place in person or online, according to the Academy’s guidelines. 

 

Art. 9 Lessons may be organized in intensive sessions (blocks of several consecutive days in which 

multiple lessons are held for the student). In such cases, the total number of lessons included in the chosen 

Package will be distributed evenly across the scheduled sessions. 

All courses will include a certain number of individual lessons, which may be supplemented with 

masterclasses, seminars/workshops, and group courses. Where applicable, and if possible, masterclasses 

with guest instructors may be replaced with lessons by the main teachers. 

Unless otherwise indicated, students may choose among three packages, each offering a different number 

of lessons: Light Package, Full Package, and Gold Package. 

Until a selection is made, the student will automatically be assigned the base Light Package at the beginning 

of the academic year, with the option to upgrade during the year. 

For admission to the relevant Diploma examination, students must have attended at least 30 lessons for 

two-year training programs and at least 45 lessons for three-year training programs. 

The characteristics and costs of each package are detailed on the Academy’s website. 

Packages labeled “Special” have specific features outlined in the individual course descriptions. 

When a package is labeled “Hybrid”, part of the lessons may be conducted online or through other alternative 

modes instead of in-person attendance. 

Unless otherwise authorized by the Academy Management in exceptional cases, packages have a 

maximum validity of 24 months. 

Unless specific organizational needs dictate otherwise, each individual lesson will typically last between 50 

and 60 minutes, depending on the course and professor, while seminars/workshops and group classes will 

usually have a longer duration. 

When classrooms and instruments are available, students may be authorized to practice on their lesson 

days, subject to the Academy’s organizational requirements. 

The Academy’s opening and closing times are determined at the sole discretion of the Management.  

 

 

FULFILLMENT AND DIPLOMA EXAMS 

 

Art. 10 At the end of each year, students have to pass a fulfillment exam; at the end of each study cycle 

there is a Diploma exam. 



 

 

Methods of assessing skills are defined by the director of the Academy, in agreement with the teachers.  

The teacher can excuse the student from the fulfillment exam. 

 

Art. 11 Notwithstanding exceptions and attendance reductions, permitted by the director of the Accademia 

del Ridotto and confirmed by teachers on the basis of the personal and professional situation of the student, 

to sit exams students have to have attended at least 80% of planned lessons. 

 

Art. 12 Consistent with the organizational needs of the Accademia del Ridotto and with teachers, exams 

will be organized in sessions. 

Students will be able to postpone exams for the next session, consequently also postponing the beginning 

of the next academic year. 

Exams will take place in the Accademia del Ridotto headquarters, notwithstanding possibly organizational 

needs.  

 

 

PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES AND SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

Art. 13 Where possible, the Accademia del Ridotto will offer the following professional opportunities to the 

best students: 

- participation in the Teatro Sociale di Stradella and other companies’ concert seasons 

- concerts with orchestras 

- contacts with artistic directors from important theatres and institutions 

- assistance with creation and production of recording projects 

 

Art. 14 In addition to the above, consistent with budget availabilities, the Accademia del Ridotto will make 

three types of study grants available to students (not cumulative, unless otherwise indicated): 

- Subsidies for low-income students 

- Study grants to reduce registration, subscription and/or course fee 

- Study grants to improve the professional activities in Italy and abroad (i.e., partial reimbursement 

of travel and board costs when participating in international music contests, extra appearance fees in case 

of concerts for important music institutions etc.)  

 

 

AGREMEENTS WITH UNIVERSITY INSTITUTIONS 

 

Art. 15 The Accademia del Ridotto reserves the right to sign contracts with University Institutions.  

 

 

LESSONS CARRIED OUT IN THE ACCADEMIA AS EXTERNAL FORMATIVE ACTIVITIES 

 

Art. 16 In case of University Institutions validating to their students the frequency of lessons at the 

Accademia del Ridotto as external training activities, with recognition of credits, the Tetracordo Foundation 

will issue the related certification.  

 

 

AUDITORS 

 

Art. 17 All courses can be followed by auditors at any time of the year by paying an annual subscription 

fee. 

On request, auditors will be issued a Certificate of attendance.  

 

 

CIVIL RESPONSABILITIES, PRIVACY AND TREATMENT OF PERSONAL DATA 

 

Art. 18  The Fondazione Tetracordo ETS has entered into a civil liability policy for involuntary damage 

caused to third parties (also meaning Accademia del Ridotto students) for death, injury or destruction or 



 

 

deterioration of things, as a result of accidental events that occur during the development of teaching 

activities. 

They are subject to maximum coverage and any allowances deducted in the policy. 

 

Art. 19  Students who willfully or negligently cause damage to the Accademia del Ridotto center, as well as 

tools, furniture and / or equipment in it, they will respond directly. 

 

Art. 20  Students authorize recordings, filming and broadcasting, audiovisual, computer and photographical 

distribution of material concerning the activities of the Accademia del Ridotto, declaring acceptance and 

agreement, without demanding anything in return. 

 

Art. 21  Students authorize the processing of personal data pursuant to and in accordance with the EU 

Regulation 2016/679. 

 

Art. 22 Membership at the Accademia del Ridotto implies the complete and unconditional acceptance of 

these Regulations.  

 

The English version of this document is provided as a means to facilitate the reading and understanding of 

the Italian version. In case of any controversy, the text in the Italian version shall in all cases apply. 

 

 

Web & Social 

Official Website  www.accademiadelridotto.com 

Redirect Websites www.accademiadelridotto.it - www.ridotto.net - www.ridotto.eu 

e-mail   info@accademiadelridotto.com 

Facebook  www.facebook.com/accademiadelridotto 


